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What is the significance of zakah? 
&3d What are the benefits of zakah? 
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Zakah is one of the five pillars of 
Islam. 


NI Jb Jb abe al Co) 5 ol ge 

ve, te te ot 
MALY ol Bye Ok de LY US 
SN stl NA pul, all U5 Le oI 
is Sled al, 


Ibn Omar narrated that Prophet 
Muhammad said, 

“Islam is built on five [pillars]; bear- 
ing witness that there is no god but 
Allah, and Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah, performing prayer, 
giving zakah, fasting Ramadan, and 
performing pilgrimage to the House of 
Allah.” 

Keported in Al-Bukhari and Muslim 







There are two types of zakah: Zakat- 
ul-Mal and Zakat-ul-Fitr. The great 
importance of zakah is mentioned many 
times in the Qur'an, and it is a greatly 
rewarded act. 


The Concept of 
Wealth in Islam 


An important principle of Islam is 

that everything belongs to Allah sz, 

=~ , Including all our money and 
wealth. Allah vis, cu. gives us money 
and wealth as a trust, to test us on how 
we will use it. 

Let us first define wealth and 
money. Money is the means to buying. 
All humans must buy things in order to 
survive. For example, we have to buy 
food, clothing, and housing to survive 
and live well. Money is very important 

















for everyday living. This is why 
people must work hard to earn money. 
Your parents, for example, may work 
all day or all night to bring money for 
the family. This is why it can be difficult 
for people to give up their hard earned 
money to others. Allah understands this 
difficulty that we have, so He tests us 
this way. Even if we feel that the 
money belongs to us, we must accept 
that it all belongs to Allah. He is, after 


year of Al-Hijrah. 





all, the one Who created us and gave us 
the ability to earn wealth. 


So, if money ultimately belongs to 
Allah, what does He want us to do with 
it? How does He want us to spend it? 
In simple words, He wants us to use it 
wisely, avoid wasting it, and to share it 
with others. Allah is the most merciful, 
and He does not ask much from His 
servants. He asks only that we spend 
this money in a halal way, and that we 
pay our dues to the poor, also known as 
zakah, or Zakat-ul-Mal. 


What is Zakah? 


Zakah literally means purity and 
growth. This means that observing 
zakah will purify and bless the wealth 
and the zakah-giver. 


As mentioned previously, giving out 
zakah is obligatory on all financially 
capable Muslims. 

The zakah is a form of giving to 
those who are less fortunate. It is paid 
annually, at any time of the year and is 





| Zakah was made a required worship during the second 








munity. Therefore, Allah encourages 


Allah says in Surat-ul-Mu'minoon: 
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set at a fixed percentage or proportion 
of each individual's wealth. It is for the 
benefit of the poor in the Muslim com- 


Muslims to observe this important duty. 


“Successful indeed are the believers 
Who are humble in their prayers, | 
And who keep away from what is vain 
And who are givers of zakah.” [23:1-4] 





Zakah is mentioned along with 


salah more than 26 times in Al-Qur'an 





Zakah is one of the fundamenta] 
aspects of worship of Islam. It is men- 
tioned many times in the Qur'an. Allah 
repeatedly asks Muslims to observe this 


duty in the Qur'an. Allah says in Surat- 
un-Noor: 
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“And keep up prayer, pay zakah 


and obey the Messenger, so that mercy 
may be shown to you.” [24:56] 


Prayer is a physical and spiritual 
form of worship, and zakah is the 
material form of worship. Since Allah 
knows well the difficulty of zakah, He 
has promised to bless the remainder of 
the wealth of a Muslim who observes 
zakah. This is why "zakah" is sometimes 
referred to as "growth." 
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The Benefits of Zakah to Individuals 
and Society 


One cannot underestimate the 
importance of zakah. The following _ 
illustrate the many benefits and the sig- 
nificance of zakah. 


1. Zakah Brings the Giver a Great and 
Multiplied Reward. 


Allah says in Surat-ul-Baqarah, ayah 
261: 
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“The parable of those who spend 
their property in the way of Allah is aS 
a grain growing seven ears, (with) a 
hundred grains on every ear; and Allah 
multiplies for whom He pleases; and 
Allah is Ample-giving, Knowing. 
[2:261] 


Based on this great ayah, Allah 
rewards a Muslim 700 hasanat and 
more for every dollar, euro, pound, 
dinar, or ddirham he or she spends in 
zakah or charity. 


2. Zakah Blesses and Multiplies the 
Wealth. 


Allah multiplies the wealth of those 
who give zakah with a gracious spirit. 
Allah says in Surat-ut-Taghabun: 
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“ Tf you loan to Allah, a loan for 
good cause, He will double it for you, 
and He will grant you forgiveness: for 


Allah is most ready to appreciate, Most 
Forbearing." [64:17] 


3. Zakah purifies the soul. 


It rids the giver's heart from selfish- 
ness, greed, and other evil attitudes. It 
also purifies the heart of the recipient 
from envy and jealousy. Allah says in 
Surat-ut-Tawbah: 
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“Take alms out of their property. 
You would cleanse them and purify 
them thereby. And pray for them, sure- 
ly your prayer is a relief to them; and 
Allah is Hearing, Knowing.” [9:103] 


A. Zakah is a Social Investment. 


Zakah builds a more balanced econ- 
omy in society. This is achieved by col- 
lecting some of the surplus of the rich 
and distributing it to the poor. This 
helps poor families to live better and 


become a producing segment of society. 
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This way, the poor may become able to 
work, start businesses give back to their 


community. 


5. Zakah strengthens brotherhood 


among Muslims and unites the society. 


When the rich help the poor and 
support them for the sake of Allah, 


Allah will bring love, brotherhood and 


harmony to the society. Instead of 


growing jealousy, envy and hatred, the 


poor will appreciate and admire the 


rich for giving them a chance of a better 


life. 


6. Zakah helps minimize crime. 


Wherever poverty spreads, crime 
will follow through. Many people resort 
to different kinds of crimes when they 
suffer poverty. Some people turn to 
crime, such as stealing and gambling, in 
an attempt to gain the lifestyle they see 
others enjoying around them. Some 
people turn to drugs, because they feel 
hopeless, or outcast from society. 
Poverty is not an excuse for breaking 
the laws of Allah and society; neverthe- 
less, some people may sin due to their 
weak faith and lack of discipline. Zakah 
helps satisfy the needs of the low 
income families, and it protects them 
from falling into the trap of Shaytan. 


The Rules of Zakah 


In this part of the chapter, you will 
learn the Islamic rules of paying, col- 
lecting and distributing zakah. 


Who Must Pay Zakah? 


1. A Muslim. 

2. One who has the nisaab (A set 
amount of extra money more than what 
he or she needs). 

3. And keeps it for at least a houl y %3, 
or a year. 


On What Types of Wealth Do We Pay 
Zakah? 


Zakah is paid on the following: 
1. Money (gold, silver, cash, bonds, 
stocks, etc.) 
2. Business Inventory 
3. Crops 


4. Cattle (sheep, goats, cows, camels) 
5. Treasures. 


6. Minerals and Metals 
What is Nisaab Gus ? 


Nisaab is the minimum extra wealth 
a person should save over a year in 
order to pay zakah. Prophet 
Muhammad suggested two ways for us 
to determine the amount of nisaab on 
money; the price of gold, or the price of 
silver. Let's go for gold in calculating 
the nisaab. According to the Prophet, 
the nisaab on gold is what is equal to 85 
grams, or roughly three ounces. To fig- 
ure out how much a nisaab is in a given 
time, we do the following: 
1. We figure out how much the ounce of 
gold is worth. 
2. We multiply the value by 3. 














So, we apply the following formula: 
The price of an ounce of gold x 3 = 
nisaab, value. 
Example: Suppose the price of gold is 
$1500 an ounce. Therefore, $1500 x 3 


and it stays with him for a year, he or- 
she must pay zakah on this saving. This 
nisaab amount applies to cash money, 
gold, silver, and the values of goods, 
crops, and other commercial products. 


Càttle, however, has a different way to 
determine the nisaab. It is easier to fig- 





-e the nisaab will be $4500. In this ure it out according to the following 
en the ni l i 
case, if some one saves $4500 or more, table 


ble 1: Zakah's Nisaab and Rate 
Wealth _ at _ Nisaab Notes 









| In 2011, the 
Money (Cash, Bonds, 2.5% Ss 
‘salad stock market shares, Gold, tenn 
(aa silver, precious metals, ! 


is around $4500 
1) commercial jewelry, etc.) f Formula: 
IJ Business inventory and Value of 2.5% Ei 
E net income 3 ounces 


rate per ounce= 
ams 
zi aaa _ Nisaab, value 
& Crops 1437 Lb. 10% If irrigated = oF 


or 653 Kg. only naturally by 85 grams x Sok 
rain or a river rate per gram= 
5% if irrigated using Nisaab, value 
other means Key: 








"his has further ounce equals 
ct 5 i cover 28.33 grams 
— larger quantity) Disclaimer: 
= 30 1 (This has further The value of 
E — schedules that cover gold changes. 
= larger quantity) | Therefore, refer 
Camels 5 4 sheep (This has to Islamic 


further schedule that authorities in 
cover larger quantity) your area x 
i ; | figure out the 
No Nisaab 20% 
Treasures mo 
diea (oil, metals) No Nisaab 20% (Some scholars- Nisaab valu 
£ = | say just 2.5%) 









What Is the Rate of 
Zakah? 


Generally, the rate of zakah is one 
fortieth of the extra wealth one has 
saved; that is only 2.5%. Therefore, if a 
Muslim has surplus money more than 
the nisaab, after fulfilling basic needs 
such as food, clothing, housing, etc. he 


or she is required to pay 2.5% as zakah. 


But if there are insufficient funds to. 
cover the essential expenses in life, 
there is no requirement to pay zakah. 
Additionally, the "extra wealth" must be 


possessed by the person for at least a 
year. 


Calculating Zakah 


For example, Adam has $5,000 
saved up for a year. Is he required to 


pay zakah? And if so, how much does 
he have to pay? 


since Adam has more than $4,500, 
he is required to pay zakah. So how 
much should Adam pay? This is deter- 
mined by the rate of 2.5%. Adam would 






The nisaab of cattle is 40 sheep and 
goats, 30 cows, or 5 camels. 

On every 40 sheep we give out 1; if 
there are up to 80, we give out two, 
then up to 200 we give out 3; then one 


more for every hundred sheep. 
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have to multiply 5,000 x 2.5% to find 
out how much he should pay for zakah. 
To do this on a calculator, simply multi- 
ply 5,000 x 0.025 = $125. So Adam must 
pay $ 75 in Zakah. 


Let's take another scenario. 
Mohammad has exactly $10,000 saved 
up. However, he had $10,000 only for a 
couple of weeks. Because one of the 
rules of zakah is that he has to have 
saved this $10,000 for at least a whole 
year, Mohammad is not required to 
pay zakah. 











MONEYS THAT WE DON'T PAY ZAKAH ON 


Not everything we own, we pay zakah pe 
Here are the valuables that are not subject 
to zakah: 

1. Your house you live in. 

2, Equipment in your shop or factory. 

3. Your jewelry you wear. 

4, Your car. 





Who Should Receive Zakah? 


Allah „ws st clearly identified 


who the recipients of zakah are in l 
Surat-ut-Tawbah, ayah 60. Allah said: 
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“The poor due is only [collected] for 
the poor and the needy, the officials 
(appointed) over them, and potential 
Muslims. Also for freeing the slaves or 
captives, for helping those in debt, for 
the cause of Allah and the broke travel- 


food and shelter. This includes poor 
orphans, widows, old people, the 
unemployed, those who have recently 
faced financial crises, etc. 
2 "Al Masakeen" „suaa (The Poor) 
These people have some income that 
is not enough for them. They are still 
very poor and feel embarrassed to seek 
help from others. The zakah officials 
will seek them out in order to provide 
them with zakah. Imam Ibn Katheer, in 
his famous book of Tafseer, reported 
that Ikramah, a great scholar of Al- 
Qur'an, defined the miskeen as the non- 


Muslim poor from among the People of 
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Zakah can be given to the one who con- 
verts to Islam, or even to non-Muslims 
who are near entering Islam. One day, 
Prophet Muhammad granted Safwan 
Ibn Umayyah, a pagan leader, some 
money. Safwan later became a good 
Muslim. He said, "I used to hate 
Muhammad, but when I saw his man- 


ners and generosity, I became one of his 
admirers.” 





Ar-Riqab literally means "necks," a 
plural of “Raqabah ú, ,” or neck. Here 
it means a slave. Zakah may also be 
used to buy the freedom of Muslims 
who are slaves in a society allowing 
slavery. Zakah can also be spent on 
freeing prisoners of war, or captives 
held against their will for unjust rea- 
sons. Once, a man asked Rasoolullah 
about a good deed that would get him 
to Jannah and would save his neck from 
Hellfire. The Prophet said, "Buy a per- 
son out of slavery or help setting his or 
her neck free." 
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Zakah can be given for the jihad 
against hostile enemies, and to defend 
Islam and Muslims against all forms of 
evil. The words “fee sabeelillah” mean 
"for the cause of Allah." Muslim schol- 
ars consider that every good Muslim 
cause falls under this category, even if it 
does not involve fighting. For example, 
educational and charity projects that 
support Islam and Muslims and main- 
tain their faith and wellbeing are con- 
sidered types of noble jihad. This 
includes non-profit schools and col- 
leges, charity organizations, charity clin- 
ics and hospitals, orphanages, etc. These 

noble projects help people in their 
struggles against ignorance, poverty, 
disease, crime, and other evils and 
harms. 


and stranded | raverers) 

Zakah may be given to help the 
traveler who has become stranded due 
to lack of money. He or she would not 
be able to continue to his or her destina- 
tion without financial help. 
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in t ‘ent time based on the 
1. Figure out the value of nisaab in the current time ba 
current value of gold. | F 
2. Use the following zakah calcu anea 
below. Use the nisaab value you just figure 


Som Fe 


Zakah Calculation Form 






i Amount U.S. $ 
Explanation 











Net cash on hand and in bank (after all bilis and debts paS = 

Gold and Silver in current value (coins, bars, commercial — = 

Good loans (money loaned to others and expected to be repa 
Shares of Stocks , 

Business Inventory (value of inventory items at the zakat due date) 

Real Estate (designated for sale) — 

And net income from rented properties 

| Net profits from business 

Total amount (add lines 1 through 7) 

if the amount in step 8 is less than the nisaab 





ZAKAT UL-MAL 
is NOT REQUIRED 


Te!) Zakat due (If the amount in step 8 is greater than the nisaab) 


Total amount on step 8 x 0.025= 


Scenario A; Zaid has $3000 cash, an ounce of gold ($1500 value), and Microsoft 
stocks valued at $2000. Zaid also has in his shop an inventory valued at about 
$10,400, and his business made $4000 in profit during the last zakah year. Should 
Zaid pay zakah? And if your answer is yes, how much? 


Scenario B: Lena has $1000 in net cash at the bank, a necklace and bracelet that she 
usually wears valued at $1000, a good loan of $500 that she lent to her cousin, and an 


extra apartment she is putting up for sale, which is worth at least $27,000. Should 
Lena pay zakah? And if your answer is yes, how much? 


Create a zakah scenario for your classmate or friend to solve, using the above form. 
Reality Check: Figure out how much zakah you should pay this year, if any. 











1. Why do you think zakah was given this particular name? Allah 
could have named it tax!” 


2. Why do you think Allah didn't require zakah on houses we live 


in, cars we use, jewelry we wear or equipment we run in our factories and businesses? 


3. Why did Allah require that we should keep the money subject to zakah for at least a 
year before we pay zakah on it? 





4D Define: Zakat-ul-Mal , Zakat-ul-Fitr, Nisaab, Al-Masakeen , Al-’Aamiloon Alayhaa. 
€J Describe the concept of wealth in Islam. 
© Who must pay zakah? 
@ What is the difference between faqeer and miskeen? 
"8 On what types of wealth do Muslims pay zakah? 























sake of Allah. Allah says in Surat-ul- a sincere intention in his heart. He or 
Bayyinah: she must give the sadaqah only for the 
sake of Allah, and not for fame or any 
anes Behe dino adie, other worldly cause. AJl j 
eni d oale asl baad LAL ¥ Surat-ul-Bagarah, =" 
HRETER O i a ARMAS Giraldi} 
CHAPTER Í MEE CW) Se cf at sh 
— | : “And they have been commanded 
— eee | no more than this: To worship Allah, “And spend for the sake of Allah 
offering Him sincere practice of the reli- and do not throw yourselves to destruc- 
gion, true (in faith); to establish regular tion [by acts of greed] with your own 
prayer; and to practice required charity; hands, and do good (to others): surely 
o g l _ — and that is the straight religion.” [98:5] Allah loves the doers of good.” [2:195] 


The sadaqah giver, then, must have 
Main rules and ethics of giving sadaqah: 





4 Importance of sincere intention 

Pans blic sadaqah i 

2) Secret sadaqah VS. PUDLIC S q a ii ra a eee N 
d ae | ’ 
3" Kindness to zakah and sadaqah recipients ` 
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Omar Ibn Al-Khattab said: I heard the messen erof | 
the impor ranice of zakah n aqan x | | Allah #8 say:"Actions are judged by intention, ane 
Islam. In this ing tie oo of giving out B | every man shall have [a reward] according to whathe | 
important ethics rl = s | intended. Thus whoever migrates only for Allah and | 
zakah and sadaqah. : | His messenger, his migration will be counted for Allah | 

| Es a ee | and His messenger, and he whose migration was to | 
|. Sincere Intention. : win some worldly gain or to marry a woman, his | 





| 5 Giving to needy relatives first 
A Importance of a gracious spirit in giving sadaqah 
D Giving sadaqah on behalf of the dead 


ia 
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You learned in the previous chapters 
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FAITH IN ACTION 






deeds. 


Public Sad agah! 


Can the sadaqah giver tell others 
about his sadagah, or is it better to keep 
it secret (called in Arabic, “Sadaqat-us- 
Sirr” us) isss)? Generally, it is better 
for the Muslim to give his or her 
sadaqah in a confidential manner. This 
is to prevent the possibility of riyaa’ u 
_ or showing off. Allah says in Surat-ul- 
Baqarah: 
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“If you-give alms openly, it is well, 
and if you hide it and give it to the poor 
[in secret], it is better for you; and this 
will wipe off some of your evil deeds; 
and Allah is aware of what you do.” 
[2:271] 


* Always have a sincere intention in your 
heart as you give sadaqah or do any good 


However, if giving sadaqah in pub- 
lic, or Sadaqat-ul-Alan jini iss, and it 
would encourage others to do the same, 
the public sadaqah may be the better 
way. Muslim communities in America 
and around the world often organize 
public fundraising events. In these 
events, they encourage Muslims to 
donate for supporting a masjid, a 
school, an Islamic organization, or to 
support relief efforts in America or 
around the world. It was narrated that 
the Prophet did invite Muslims to the 
masjid to give out charity. People start- 
ed to bring their money and belongings 
and drop them as sadaqah in front of 
the Prophet and everybody else. 
Uthman Ibn Affan «is «ui „>; used to 
give his huge amount of sadaqah some- 
times in public, and that used to lift the 
morale of Muslims and encourage them 
to give more charity. Again, it is very 
important to keep sincere intention 
when giving sadagah in secret or pub- 
lic. This also applies to all other acts of 
worship and good deeds, as you 
learned earlier. 
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Some wealthy people look down on 
poor individuals or families, and may 
treat them rudely. Allah instructed 
Muslims to treat the poor in a kind 
manner. Allah says in Surat-ud-Duha: 
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“Therefore, do not oppress the 
orphan. 
“And do not scold the beggar. 
And tell others thankfully about 
the favor of your Lord.” [93:9-11] 


It is forbidden for the sadaqah giver 
to remind the recipient of his gift, to 
reproach him or her, or to show off with 
his sadaqah. Allah warns: 
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"Oh you who believe! Do not nullify 
your sadaqah by showing off your gen- 
erosity or by hurting [the feelings of the 
poor], like those who spend their 


wealth to be noticed by other le.” 
[2:264] —— 


= Therefore, Allah will invalidate the 
sadaqah of a person who hurts the feel- 
ings of the recipients of his sadaqah. 





































_ Allah is Good and Only Accepts 


Li — amr nd 
the Wood. 


Can someone steal money and give 
part of it to the poor as sadaqah? How 
about giving out lottery or gambling 
money? Of course not! Similarly, Allah 
does not accept sadaqah if it is from 
what is unlawful. The Messenger of 
Allah ic; cu. said, "Oh people! Allah 
is good and accepts only good, and He 
has instructed the believers through the 
messengers.” Allah, the Mighty and the 
Majestic, says: “Oh Messengers, con- 
sume what is good and work righteous- 
ly. I am well-acquainted with what you 
do.” [al-Mu'minum: 51]." He also calls 
upon [you]: “Oh you who believe, con- 
sume of the good that We have provid- 

ed for you.” [al-Baqarah 172]. Then [the 
Messenger] mentioned a man who had 
traveled for a long time. Unkempt and 
covered in dust, he raised his hands to 
the Heavens (and cried): 'Oh my Lord! 
Oh my Lord!’ His food was unlawful, 
his drink was unlawful, his clothing 
was unlawful, and what he had provid- 





#e Always be kind to the needy people who 
request your sadaqah. 








ed to sustain himself with was also 
unlawful. How could his invocation be 
accepted? This is reported by Muslim. 
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5. G Needy Relat First. 

If a Muslim has needy relatives, they 
should be the first to receive his or her 
sadaqah money. It is not permissible for 
Muslims to give their sadaqah to 
strangers when dependents or relatives 
are in need of it. When the poor rela- 
tives’ needs are satisfied, and there is 
still money available for sadaqah, then 
one can give to strangers. 
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“ Allah commands justice, the doing 
of good and giving to the relatives, and 
He forbids all shameful deeds, injustice 
and aggression: He instructs you, that 
you may be reminded.” [16:90] 
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It is narrated by Jabir «s «u „a, that 


the Messenger of Allah usss said: 


"When one of you is poor, he starts with 
himself. If anything is left, he spends it 


on his dependents. If anything is (still 
left) then on his relatives, and then, if 
more is left, he spends it here and 
there.” 





_ Evenif the Muslim’s needy relative 
is unfriendly, the sadagah giver should 
still support him or her in the time of 
need. Prophet Muhammad once said 
“The most excellent sadagah is that ) 
given to a relative who does not like 


you." This is reported by At-Tabarani 
and Hakim. 


Pec As-Siddeeq had a poor nephew. His name was Mustah Ibn 
a= omething bad to Abu Bakr, who felt really h | 
why in the world his nephew would h heel ean vocal ered 
t his feelings while h ndi 
E E A hn hur g ile he was spending on 
7 ght about taking away his sup 
£ port of Mustah. Th 
Allah revealed some ayaat to Prophet Muhammad, asking Abu Bakr not A stop 


rota ye his nephew. Abu Bakr immediately obeyed Allah and decided to 
P giving Mustah his regular sadaqah. Later, Mustah realized that he had 
committed a big mistake and offered his uncle his sincere apology 
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One of Allah's names is Al-Kareem 
which means "the Generous." Allah is 
truly generous and likes His servants to 
be generous too. He continuously gives 
all His creation their sustenance, and 
He likes them to be generous with each 
other. The more we give for the sake of 
Allah, the better we are. _ 

Omar aic aui „>, reported: "Abu Bakr 
used to beat me in doing good deeds. 
And I always wanted to do something 
better than what he did. One day, the 
Messenger of Allah encouraged us to 
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give sadaqah. I said: 'Today I shall bet- 
ter Abu Bakr. I have never bettered 
him.’ Then I brought half my property. 
The Messenger of Allah said: 'What did 
you leave for your family?’ I said: 'An 
amount like this.' Abu Bakr came with 
all his property, and the Messenger of 
Allah asked: 'What did you leave for 
your family?’ He said: 'I have left Allah 
and His Messenger for them.’ Then I 
said: 'I shall never be better than you in 
anything, Abu Bakr." 

This is reported by Abu Dawud 

and at-Tirmithi. 






























Abu Hurayrah wc «i „>; reported that Prophet Muhammad said, | 

"One day a man was walking the fields when he heard a voice in the sky say- : 
ing, "Go and pour your water on the garden of a So-and-so. Then the man imme- | 
~ diately noticed a cloud moving toward a certain garden. The cloud rained there | 
| until streams were filled with water. The man then saw the owner of the garden 
fixing the water into the trees. He approached him and said "what is your name? | 
"My name is So-and-so, but why are you asking about my name?" said the 


man. 
"I just heard your name in the sky. Please tell me what you do to deserve 


= this." 
| The man smiled and said, "By Allah, I don't do much, but when I harvest my | 


: crops, I take one third and spend it on my family. I invest another third back in 
the field, and then I give the remaining third to the poor.’ 













* Try always to be generous when you give 
sadaqah, and gracious when you do any 
good deeds. 


7. Giving Sadaqah on Behalf of the would have given sadaqa if she had 
Dead been able to speak. He therefore asked 5 
if she would have a reward, supposing 
Mother of the faithful believers, he gave sadaqah on her behalf, and was | l 


told that she would. (Bukhari and 


. said that a man told 
Muslim.) 


A'ishah tis aui 


i | the Prophet % that his mother had died 
| | suddenly, adding that he thought she 4 








Phas z Islamic library and search for books on the rules and 
ics Of giving zakah and sadaqah. Develop a list of titles of five 


4 er books and their authors. 
ead a book about zakah and sadaqah, and write a 1000-word report on it 





GP Define: 


a. Ikhlas b. Riyaa’ 
C c. Sadaqat-us-Sirr d. Sadaqat-ul-Alan | 
eJ u Bakr As aiddeeg Was a role model in generosity. Elaborate on this statement i 
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D y do you think Allah and the Prophet instructed us to give our sadagah to our 


relatives before others? 
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©» The differences between sadaqah and zakah. 


What Is Sadaqah? 


In an earlier chapter, you learned 
about zakah, the required charity in 
Islam. It is time now to learn about 
sadagah. Sadaqah us- is the Arabic 
name for “voluntary charity,” and 
sadaqaat us is the plural of sadaqah. 
It is the noble act of giving donation ‘fee 
sabillilah,, which means for the cause of 
Allah, to the needy. Muslims who want 
to contribute more than their obligatory 
zakah can give out sadaqah. It may be 

given to gain extra rewards, and bring 
blessings to our lives. 


s 
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Devout Muslims also give out 
sadaqah on holy occasions such as 
Ramadan, the days of Haj,j and other 
blessed times. People also mark their 
special occasions, like weddings, gradu- 
ations, anniversaries, and personal suc- 
cess with sadaqah, as a token of grate- 
fulness to Allah. They even donate in 
instances of sadness, like death, on 
behalf of the dead. In short, sadaqah 


` can be given during any period of time 


to show gratitude to Allah Jiws su 


seek His protection, and gain His 
rewards. 
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Differences Between 
Zakah and Sadagah 


You have learned that zakah is a 
duty upon Muslims. It is one of the five 
pillars of Islam. The neglect of zakah is 
a punishable offence in Islam. It is to be 
paid only once during the year. 
However, a Muslim may give charity at 
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any other time. The name for this chari- 
ty is sadaqah, and it is optional and vol- 
untary. Sadaqah can be given in any 
form: money, food, clothes, and even 
good deeds. In the table below, you can 
see the main differences between zakah 
and sadagah: 
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Differences 
Place in Islam 1.Obligatory 
Time of distribution 
Amount of distribution 
Types of distribution 


Once a year 


Conditions 
Eligible Recipients 


2. Pillar of Islam 


2.5% of savings 
Money, Gold, Silver, 
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_ deserving causes 
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Virtues of Sadaqah 


Allah grants those who give sadaqah, 
or voluntary charity, great rewards. He 
blesses generous people with great gifts 
in this life and the next one. Allah and 
Prophet Muhammad encouraged 
Muslims to give sadaqah in numerous 
ayaat and ahadeeth. Let’s learn just few 
of the benefits of sadaqah: 


First of all, Allah ic... gives back 


whatever we spend as a sadaqah sooner 
or later. Allah says: 


de 
seg Re PAE CR Fo a aaa 
KB py ADA 969 204 Ot Oe Ls } 


yi 


rele O Sy 


“and whatever thing you spend [in 
charity], He will give it back [in this life 
and the next], and He is the best of 
Sustainers.” [34:39] 


The Messenger of Allah #8 said: 
"Every day the servants of Allah rise in 
the morning, two angels descend to the 
lower Heaven, and one of them says: O 
Allah! Compensate the one who spends 
[in charity].' The other angel says: 'O 
Allah! Let a total destruction come upon 
the one who is stingy.’ " This hadeeth is 
reported by Muslim. 


In another ayah, Allah promised 
sadaqah givers that He will give them 
their money back many times over. 
Allah says: 
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“Who is there that will offer to Allah 
a good loan so He will double it for 
him, and he shall have an excellent 
reward.” [57:11] 


“Whoever loans Allah a good loan, 
He will give it back to him in many 
folds.” 


Notice Allah’s kindness, as shown in 
the above ayah. Even though Allah is 
the one Who gives us wealth to start 
with, He described the sadaqah as a 
loan given to Him and that He will give 
it back many times over. 


The Prophet #% confirmed Allah ’s 


promises. 
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Abu Kabshah Al-Ansari narrated that Rasoolullah said 


“T 
he wealth of a servant [of Allah] will not decrease because of sadaqah.” 


Hasanat a, OF rewards, are 
very valuable to a Muslim. We need to 
collect these hasanat in this life, so we 
can exchange them with Jannah in the 
next life. The reward is much more 
valuable than money. For each good 
deed we do, Allah will grant us ten 
hasanat, as you learned earlier. 
However, sadaqah is very special to 
Allah, so let’s learn how much reward 
He will give for each sadaqah. 

Allah says in Surat-ul-Hadeed, 
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Reported in At-Tirmithi and Ahmad 


“Believe in Allah and His Messenger. 
And spend from what We have made 
you responsible for. For those of you 
who believe and spend, for them is a 
great reward.” [al-Hadeed 7]. 


Allah vws stw also surprises us in 
Surat-ul-Baqarah with the amount of 


reward He would give us whe 
out sadaqah: a 
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"The likeness of those who spend 
their wealth in the cause of Allah is that 
of a grain of wheat: it grows seven 
spikes, and each spike has a hundred 









































grains. And Allah gives manifold 
increase to whom He pleases; Allah 
cares for all and knows all things.” [al- 
Baqarah 2:261]. 





Giving out charity is usually a proof 
of generosity and goodness. You may 
remember the story of Prophet Adam's 
two sons, Cain and Abel. Cain was 
stingy, while Abel was very generous. 
The latter gave out a very generous sac- 
rifice for the sake of Allah, and Allah 
accepted his charity. Cain, on the other 
hand, reluctantly gave out some cheap 


crops, so Allah rejected his giving. Allah 


considers generous charity a way to 


attain birr, or piety, and proof of a good 


heart: 


“By no means shall you reach piety 


until you spend [ in charity] out of what 
you love; and whatever you spend, 
Allah surely knows it well.” [3:92] 
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Abu Malik Al-Ash’ari narrated that 


the Prophet said, 
“Sadaqah is a proof [of goodness].” 


Reported in Muslim and At-Tirmitht 





The Messenger of Allah 2 said: 
"Sadaqah calms down the anger of the 
Lord and wards off the agony of death." 

It is similarly related that the 
Messenger of Allah 2 said: "The 
sadaqah of the Muslim increases during 
his lifetime. It also softens the agony of 
death, and through it, Allah takes away 

arrogance and vanity.” 


Who Should Receive the Sadagah? 


You have learned in the last chapter 


the eight types of people who should 


receive the zakah money. These people 
are eligible for sadaqah, too, in addition 


to all other needy people and good 
causes. 


Muslims are also encouraged to give 
sadaqah to all good causes, in addition 


to the above mentioned parties. 


Sadaqah can also be used to build and 
maintain mosques, schools, charity hos- 
pitals and clinics, orphanages, fixing 
Islamic cemeteries and other charity 
projects. It can also be spent on other 
good causes like printing copies of the 
Qur'an, distributing Islamic books, set- 
ting up good websites and other educa- 


tional activities. 





Brighter Horizo a i ae aia 
zons Acade j a 
cademy in Dallas, Texas. Donating to build and maintain Islamic schools 


and mosques is a good example of Sadagah Jariyah too 


Sadaqah Jariyah 


| Sadagah Jariyah i.,. äs., or run- 

ning charity, is one of the best deeds 
one can do. It is a sadagh one gives to a 
wadf 1s, , or a good project that serves 
Muslims on a continuous basis. This 
includes masajid, schools, libraries, hos- 
pitals and clinics, wells or other sources 
of water, gardens that feed the poor and 
similar projects. These projects usually 
serve Muslims for many years, maybe 
even hundreds of years. When you give 
money to establish one of these projects 
you will continue to receive your | 
rewards as long as these good projects 
serve Muslims. Even if the Sadaqah 
Jariyah giver dies, he or she will contin- 
ue to receive the rewards of the sadaqah 


jariyah that he or she started before 
death. 
Abu Hurayrah # reported Allah's 


ih) 


Messenger #4 






7 as saying, "Among the 
actions and good deeds for which a 
believer will continue to receive reward 
after his death are knowledge which he 
taught and spread, a good son whom he 
left behind, or a copy of the Qur'an — 
which he left as a legacy, or a mosque 
he built, or a house which he built for 
the traveler, or a stream which he 
caused to flow, or a sadaga which he 
gave from his property when he was 
alive and well, for which he will contin- 
ue to receive reward after his death." 


(Ibn Majah and Baihaqi) 
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When the Prophet # migrated to Madinah with Abu Bakr As-Sadeeq, he 


decided to build the first mosque there. The Prophet selected a Lise of ee fete 
build the masjid on. The land, then, belonged to two Muslim orp aN us ges 
ed to donate it. The Prophet insisted to pay the price of the property y i ey z g 
land owners. Abu Bakr stepped forward and offered to pay the en A F 
pocket, and the Prophet agreed. Later, Al-Masjid-un-Nabaw1 was a pas 

land. Since that time until now, Al-Masjid-un-Nabaw1 1s serving oath and è 
Muslims in a wonderful manner. Therefore, Abu Bakr As-Sadeeq E eS 
huge and blessed rewards since he helped establish this great masjid. ew 
continue to receive additional great rewards until the Day of Judgment, 
inshaAllah. This is just a beautiful example of a Sadaqah Jariyah. 
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E | Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet said: 
SE | “When the son of Adam dies, his deeds will stop 
$ | except for three types: running Sadaqah, beneficial 

| knowledge, and a good son praying for him. 


3 Reported in Muslim. 








= Projects and Activities 


1. Write the story of the life of Uthman Ibn Affan 
on his generous giving to Muslims. 
2. Select a good project that you would like to support, and have a 


donation box for that. Put the box at home 
permission. 


. Focus 


or at school after getting the proper 


3. Develop a list of ten projects that are Sadaqah Jariyah projects. 


1. Describe three similarities between zakah and sadaqah. 
2. Describe five differences between zakah and sadaqah. 


3. Explain three benefits of sadaqah for the Muslim community. 
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his or her wealth? 
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e said that one's sadaqah will not decrease 
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Types of Sadaqah that do not involve money: 
Ed Thikr, and remembrance of Allah 
2. Helping others 
3, Doing good deeds 







Islam is a religion of kindness and 
good deeds. Therefore, charity is not 
only done by giving money, but rather 
by doing good deeds and kind actions 
as well. Rasoolullah once said: 


"Every good deed is sadaqah.” 


= Let’s learn about the different kinds 
La-ilaho-illall sh TERTE i of sadaqah that have nothing to do with 
‘La-Handa-lialian ses a 
Se a” : money. 
Bil-Ma’rouf 33> 
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Thikr and Remembrance of Allah 


Abu Tharr Al-Ghifari ( R ) narrated 
that the Rasoolullah & said: “Sadagah is 
prescribed for each human being every 
day the sun rises." It was asked: “How 
could we give Sadaqah every day?" He 


` said: "The doors of goodness are many: 


the tasbeeh [to say 'Subhaan-Allah’ au 
otas |, the tamheed [to say 'Alhamdu 


lillah' «uss J, the tahleel [to say 'La- 
ilaha-illallah s sis y ] ... All of these 
are sadaqah prescribed for you." This is 
reported by Ibn Hibban in his Sahih. 
There are many other phrases of Thikr 
that are mentioned in other ahadeeth 
and are displayed in the table below: 


Phrases of Thikr 





l. La-ilaha-illallah (There is no God but Allah) 
2. Subhaan-Allah (Glory be to Allah) 

3. Alhamdu lillah (Praise be to Allah) 

4. Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Greatest) 

5. Subhaan-Allah Wabihamdih 

Subhaan-Allah Al-Atheem 

(Praise be to Allah, the Praised, the Great ) 


6. La hawla wala quwwata illa billah 
(No power can be attained except from Allah) 


7. Astaghfirullah Al-Atheem (I seek forgiveness 
from Allah, the Great ) 


8. Allahumma Salli Ala Muhammad, wa Ala 
Aalihi wa Sahbihi wasallam 

(Oh, Allah make peace and blessings upon 
Muhammad, his family, and his companions) 
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Helping Others 








How do you feel when you need 
help, but no one is coming forth to help 
you? Sometimes you really need others 
to help you in your project, or to solve a 


evil, removing harm from the road, lis- 
tening to the deaf, leading the blind, 
helping one to find his lost item, rush- 
ing to help the one in sorrow who is 


One day, a group of poor people came to the Prophet and said, 
| “Rich people are getting more rewards than we are. 





2 | math problem, or to give you a ride asking for hel d ing th 

F sis d. | | 2 P, and supporting the 

"How is that?” the Prophet si aske Be give charity, p erform Hajj, and par- | somewhere, but you are embarrassed to weak with the strength of one's arms. 
aie yieralis ueni erg fis e this requires money and we don’t | ask. How do you feel then? Islam All of these are sadaqah prescribed for 
ticipate in jihad, yet we can encourages Muslims to rush to the help you." This hadeeth is reported by Ibn 

have it” they explained. de vou to do things that enable you to gain | of others, even though they are not Hibban. And in another narration, 

The Prophet then ee Em SE nee ree times, ‘Al-hamdulillah’ thirty-three | asked to do anything. Helping others in " To rule with justice between two peo- 

-Alla i p Wi Islam is a kind of sadaqah. Abu Th le is sadaqah j 

great rewards. Say 5u an } If vou do that, you will catch up with qa arr ple 1s sadaqan. To assist a man to ride 
tings aaa fe a E x TE except those who do like | | narrated that the Prophet said, upon his mount is sadagah. To place his 

the rich, and no one wili gain r | | 


| “Urging others to do good and avoid 


what you do.” e came back to the Prophet and complained, | 


: A few days later, the poor peopl 
aes | i 
| PAS aes the rich people heard about the thikr you told us to do, an 


ts | 
tarted doing the same. Bs. = eet cA eg | 
| E Soares said, “ What should I do? This is Allah’s gift; He gives 1 | 


| See This story is reported in Al-Bukhari and Muslim | 


luggage on the animal is sadagah.” 















we When others need help, always be the 
first to rush to their help. 






: l Doing Good Deeds 


Ye Say the above phrases of thikr a hun- 
dred times each and every day. That’s 
about 15 minutes a day, but it gets 





Once, Rasoolullah # said to the hands to gain money, and then give 


sses your life. Sahabah around him: "Every Muslim sadaqah." 
mountains of hasanat and blesses y has to give sadagah.” y They asked: "If he cannot find [work]?" 
The people asked: "Oh Prophet of Allah, He replied: "He should help the needy | 
what about the one who has no who ask for help." 
wealth?" They asked: "How about if he cannot do 


He said: "He should work with his that?" 











He replied: "He should then do good 
deeds and shun evil, and this will be 
counted as a sadaqah for him." This is 


reported in Al-Bukhari. 
The Prophet also described the good 


deed of going to the masjid to offer 
prayer. He once said, “Each step you 
take toward prayer is sadaqah.” 
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Even a Smile Is 
a Sadaqah 


How do you like people to greet you 
when they see you? Of course, you pre- 
fer that they would smile in your face. 
Islam, then, encourages Muslims to 
smile at others. Furthermore, it consid- 
ers it a rewarded sadaqah. However, to 
get the reward, one should smile out of 
his or her heart, not only the lips. That 
is the “Islamic” smile. 
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Abu Tharr also narrated that Rasoolullah 2 said, 


"Your smile for your brother is sadaqah." 


Reported in Al-Bukhari and Muslim 


























Kind Talk 


Prophet Muhammad # also encour- 


aged Muslims to speak kindly to others. 
Many people, unfortunately, fall into 
vein talk and the use of bad words. 
When you go to school or the mall, you 





often hear people say harsh or bad 
words to each other. Some Muslims 
even siblings, fall into this and pollute 
their tongues with rude and dirty talk 
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* Always say good words and avoid 
saying bad words. 


| that with a good word." 


























Urging Others to Do Good and Avoid Evil 


“Keep up prayer and enjoin the good 


The Muslim society is a society of and forbid the evil.” [31:17] 


faith and morality. However, the society 
will not stay moral and faithful if peo- 
ple sin and stop doing good deeds. 
Therefore, Muslims must continue to 
encourage each other to believe in 
Allah, worship Him, do good, and 
avoid sin and evil. This is called in 
Arabic Al-Amru Bil-Ma’rouf sass p3 


Prophet Muhammad considered this 
noble act as a sadaqah. He also 
explained that if you encourage a per- 
son to do a good deed, and he or she 
actually does it, you would get equal 
reward of what that person gets. The 
Prophet also taught the sahabah how to 
help people stop doing sins or commit- 
ting evil, or munkar. 





and An-Nahyu An-il-Munkar sai ġe 
ui. Allah says in Surat Luqman: 


(OSA gH ait A eas} 
VV = clad . 
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Abu Sa’eed Al-Khudri «s «ui „>, narrated that 
Rasoolullah said: 
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“Whoever sees an evil action being com | 
| should change it by action; if he couldn't, then by T i | 
| speech. But if he still couldn't, he oe nae to tha 
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* Always encourage others to do good, and 
discourage them from falling into evil 
actions and behaviors, using a nice manner. 





Planting a Seed or Tree 


Islam teaches us to care for the envi- 
ronment. Plants, flowers, and trees are 
important parts of our environment on 
this planet. Allah and His Messenger 
urge us to grow plants, and to be 


friendly to plants and vegetation on Based on the above hadeeth, grow- 
Earth. 


ing plants, especially plants bearing l 
fruit ones is sadagah. In another word, 

protecting the environment and taking 

good care of it, is an act of sadaqah. 


plants something, or sows seed from 
which man, bird, or beast eats, it counts 
as sadaqah for him." 


Reported in Al-Bukhari and Muslim 


Anas «ic aui „>, reported that 
Rassolullah # said, "If any Muslim 


Always take care of flowers, plants, 


and trees. 
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Sadaqah on Animals 


we 


Prophet Muhammad # also encour- 


aged Muslims to care for animals, 
which are another important part of our 
environment. The Prophet taught that 
kindness to animals is a sadaqah and 
leads to Jannah. 

The Messenger of Allah % said 
"While a man was walking along a 
road, he became very thirsty and found 
a well. He lowered himself into the 
well, drank, and came out. Then [he . 
saw] a dog sticking its tongue out for 
thirst. The man said: ‘This dog has 
become exhausted from thirst in the 
same way as I.' He lowered himself into 
the well again, and filled his shoe with 
water. Then he took the dog by the 
mouth until he had raised himself. He 
gave the dog some water to drink. He 


The good deeds above are only 
examples of the actions that Allah 
rewards as sadaqaat (plural of 


sadaqah). Therefore, every good deed is 


considered as a sadaqah in Islam. Jabir 


thanked Allah, and [his sins were] for- 
given." They asked: "O Messenger of 
Allah # ! Is there a reward for us in 
[caring for] our animals?" He said: 
"There is a reward in [caring for] every 
living thing.” This is related by Al- 


Bukhari and Muslim. 
Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar «is «ui „>; and 
Abu Huraira «ic «ui 2, reported Allah's 


Messenger # as saying, "A woman was 
punished on account of a cat which she 
kept shut up till it died of hunger. She 
did not feed it, or let it out so that it 
might eat things creeping on the Earth." 
(Bukhari and Muslim) 

It can be concluded that taking care 
of animals is sadaqah, and mistreating 
them is punishable. 





All Acts of Kindness 


ie ait 2, and Hudhayfah . 
reported Allah's Messenger # as say- 
ing, "Every act of kindness is sadaqah." 


(Bukhari and Muslim) 
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1. Develop a list of acts 
: acts of sadaq la l 
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«List seven phrases of thikr. 
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